INSTRUMENTS   OF   POLICY
and his staff arrived at the Palace, they found the courtyard
packed and an address being delivered from a balcony. As the
High Commissioner passed up the stairs, shouts from the
crowd were heard, followed by loud applause. After the
audience at which the King appeared to be somewhat nervous,*
the High Commissioner, on inquiry, learned that the demonstra-
tion as arranged by the Hizb al-Watani and Hizb an-Nahdha
had been directed against the Mandate. The next day, he sent
a strong protest, demanding an apology and the arrest of those
responsible for the affair. The apology was immediate and
ample.2 Unfortunately the King, about noon on the same day,
was stricken with appendicitis, an operation being performed
early the following day. The necessary papers, however, had
not been signed by him. The High Commissioner approached
His Majesty shortly before the operation, but the King refused
to sign, protesting that he would not put his signature to the
condemnation of any of his subjects as an act which might well
be his last.
The High Commissioner at once issued a proclamation, tak-
ing over the reins of government into his own hands and stating
that the absence of a Cabinet, the King's illness and the sedi-
tious disturbances in the country left him no other alternative.3
Hamdl Pachahji, Saiyid Mahdl al-Basir, Amin al-Charchafl
and 'Abdul Rasul al-Kubba were deported to Henjam. Saiyid
Muhammad as-Sadr and Shaikh Muhammad Mahdi al-
Khalisi were advised by the High Commissioner that 'if they
did not go, he would be forced to take measures which, out of
respect to the 'Ulama, he did not want to take*. They crossed
the Persian frontier, August agth. Notice was served that any
further attempts at sedition would be promptly and severely
dealt with.4
From the provinces disquieting news had been reported. In
1 Cf Bell, op. cit., p. 649.
2 Baghdad Times, August 26th, 1922. No Arabic papers printed these letters.
3 Ibid,, Special Edition, August 26th, 1922.
4 Ibid.
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